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&c., whilst in the lodges; and abroad perform all of the
drudgery, such as procuring wood for the fire, preparing
the ground and planting and hoeing in harvesting, whilst
their husbands are loitering about or engaged in amuse-
ments, taking apparently no interest and having no con-
cern about the employment of their wives.

Nothing scarcely can be more fantastic, or ludicrous than
the dress and ornaments of a young brave. All of the fore
part of the head is often shaved leaving only a small ring
of hair on the crown of it about an inch long, which is
stuck up with the greatest care with a preparation of ver-
million and tallow. On the back of it is generally worn
the Wah-we-yeh-pen-nu-wen which is an ornament made of
Elks’ hair, round at the bottom and branching out each
way towards the top and is painted red. Around the neck
he wears strings of wampum or fine beads, and sometimes
a necklace of bears’ claws, consisting perhaps of thirty or
forty. From his ears are suspended some kind of jewels
or ornaments hanging down six or eight inches. The face
is sometimes painted all over red but more generally
streaked in the nicest manner with red, blue and yellow,
or some other color. When preparing for a dance most of
the body is in a state of nudity, excepting the girdle about
the loins and then those parts are painted in the same man-
ner. Around the calves of the legs and perhaps on other
parts he wears the Shau-no-e-hun (little bells) and tales of
the Polecat are nicely suspended. From the calf of the leg
also is often suspended a piece of scarlet cloth having cut
out of ribbon in miniature, with the head cut off, as many
enemies as he has killed in battle or else the number of
hands in the same manner. With all of these and often-
times many other ornaments, having a spear perhaps deco-
rated with feathers, ribbons, &c. tied to it, or else a snake’s
skin which is considered a fine ornament he makes his ap-
pearance abroad, dandy-like, the envy of his less favored
companions and the admiration of all the young squaws.



